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Development of " nursery schools." — The American
system of education has also been expanded by addition
of a unit at the lower end, known as the " nursery school."
We have seen (pp. 404 f.) that at the beginning of the twen-
tieth century kindergartens, which are attended by young
children from the age of five to six, had been widely
accepted as part of the public system. More recently
the nursery schools, akin to the modern kindergarten,
but on a more scientific basis, have been started to meet
the needs of still younger children. The development
of these institutions has taken place through the move-
ment generically known as "pre-school education."
Various phases of the movement are concerned with
research in child development and with instruction to
parents, but our interest here is especially in the " nursery
schools/' created for training children from two to five
years of age.
Such work was probably first introduced into the
United States at the Merrill-Palmer School, Detroit, by
Edna N. White in 1921, but within a decade it was taken
up at a dozen or two other research and graduate centers.
A large number of nursery schools came into existence,,
and the institution began to be absorbed into the public
school system. Much in human character and personality
that had previously been supposed to be inherited was
now felt to be acquired in infancy and early childhood,
and the nursery schools undertook to discover how desir-
able traits can be built up and to embody the necessary
training in education as early as possible. The course
of study was not standardized and no two nursery schools
were exactly alike, but by 1936 about twenty-five hun-
dred of these institutions had been established in the
United States.

